ABSN Background

ABSN is an initiative of the Federal Govern-
ment Aboriginal Business Development Strat-
egy. In 2002, the Community Economic
Development Centre and Simon Fraser Uni-
versity (SFU) completed a Gap analysis on
Aboriginal business needs and service pro-
viders. ABSN formed a steering committee
consisting of volunteer Aboriginal business
providers from Aboriginal Capital Corpora-
tions, Community Futures offices and Busi-
ness Development Centres, along with Pro-
vincial and Federal representatives, to create
a comprehensive and integrated strategy to
support the growth and development of
Aboriginal Business.

A three year action plan developed from the
analysis included hiring an ABSN coordina-
tor, developing REACH Sites throughout the
Province, a workbook on Aboriginal Busi-
ness Development and a variety of other
tools — intended as capacity development
tools for Aboriginal Business Development
Officers.

Over the past fiscal years ABSN BC has had
significant strategic changes, which include:
becoming an established and registered soci-
ety, developing the ABSN website, hosting
the Annual Strategic Conversations Forum
and expanding the REACH Sites with in BC.

ABSN is continually networking information
accessibility to Aboriginal Service providers,
Entrepreneurs; facilitating increased aware-
ness of existing information of financial re-
sources for service providers, Government
agencies, Aboriginal Capital Corporations
and Business Development Centres in BC.

REACH Sites in BC

REACH Sites were established throughout the
Province to provide First Nation entrepreneurs,
access to business resources such as a computer
station, printer and internet resources.

REACH Site locations are:

Aboriginal Business Development Centre—
Prince George, BC

Bella Bella Community Development Society
Waglisla, BC

Bonaparte Indian Band ~ Cache Creek, BC
Boston Bar First Nation ~ Boston Bar, BC

Burns Lake Native Development Corporation
Burns Lake, BC

Central Interior Trades & Apprenticeship Cen-
tre—Kamloops, BC

Coldwater Indian Band ~ Merritt, BC
Community Futures Howe Sound-Squamish, BC
Desniqi Services Society ~ Williams Lake BC
Dze L K’ant Friendship Centre, Smithers, BC
Gwaalagaa Naay Corp. -Skidegate, BC

Kla-how-eya Aboriginal Centre of SACS—
Surrey, BC

Kootenay Aboriginal Business Development
Agency, Cranbrook BC

Lillooet Tribal Council — Lilllooet, BC
Li’'wat Nation, ~ Mount Currie, BC

Lower Columbia River all First Nations
Castelgar, BC

Lower Similkameen Band, Keremeous, BC

Namgis First Nation Employment & Training,
Albert Bay, BC

Northeast Aboriginal Business and Wellness
Centre, Fort St. John BC

North West BC Metis Association- Terrace BC

Nuu-chah-nuth Economic Development Corp.
Port Alberni, BC

Okanagan Indian Band ~ Vernon, BC
Okanagan Nation Alliance ~ Westbank, BC
Old Masset Village Council ~ Masset, BC

Sto:lo Community Futures Development
Corporation, Chilliwack, BC

Tribal Resources Investment Corporation
Prince Rupert BC

Urban Native Youth Learning Association —
Vancouver

Victoria Native Friendship Centre, Victoria BC
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ABSN Board of Directors

Jacqueline Ridley

Tribal Resources Investment Corp
344-2nd Avenue

Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1G6
www.tricorp.ca

Paulette Flamond, ABSN Chair
Northeast Aboriginal Business
and Wellness Centre

10039 100th Street

Fort St. John, BC V1) 3Y5
www.neabc.ca

Yvonne Scotchman, Secretary-
Treasurer

CFDC of Central

Interior First Nations

215 — 345 Yellowhead Hwy
Kamloops, BC  V2H TH1
www.cfdcofcifn.com

Sandy Wong .

Tale’awtxw Aboriginal Capi- tale'awtxw aborlginal capital corporation
tal Corporation

508- 100 Park Royal South
West Vancouver, BC V7T 1A2
www.tacc.ca

Patti Phillips, ABSN Vice Chair

Kootenay Aboriginal Business Devel-
opment Agency

207—14th Avenue North
Cranbrook, BC V1) 3Y5
Www.kabas.org

Ml". Art LeW Welcome to
Haida Gwaii Hitha G

Community Futures

{JNEABWC

ABSN Board of Directors

1730 Hodges Avenue
Masset, BC VOT TMO
www.haidagwaiifutures.ca

Trevor Kempthorne

First Nations Agricultural Lending As-
sociation

PO Box 1186
Kamloops, BC V2C 6H3
www.fnala.com

Rocio Zielinski,

Sto:lo Community Futures
Development Corporation
29-6014 Vedder Road
Chilliwack, BC V2R 5M4
www.stolocf.com

Veronica Creyke

Aboriginal Business & Community Dev-
elopment Centre

3845 — 15th Ave
Prince George, BC V2N 1A4
www.abdc.bc.ca

Marie Baptiste, Provincial Coordinator
Phone: (250) 828-9834
Fax: (250) 828-9972

Email: marie@absn.ca
Website: www.absn.ca

Aboriginal Business Service Network Society — BC

215-345 Yellowhead Highway
Kamloops, BC V2H 1HI

www.absn.ca

“The BC ABSN is a
collective of
Aboriginal Business
Service Providers
in BC who
enhance access to

business
information and
resources..”

Aboriginal Business Service
Network Society — BC

Tel: (250) 828-9834

Fax: (250) 828-9972



